
Gulf Coast Kid’s House Accomplishments 
Gulf Coast Kid’s House was awarded the Better Business Bureau’s Torch Award for Marketplace Ethics.  The BBB created the 
award to recognize entities with exceptionally high standards of behavior and GCKH was recognized as an organization that 
represents and inspires trust, integrity, performance, and ethics.  GCKH is one of only a few local non-profits to be accredited 
through the Better Business Bureau and works hard to maintain transparency.  

InWeekly holds an annual “Best Of The Coast” competition for groups and businesses in Northwest Florida with customers 
casting votes for their favorites in each category.   In 2015, Gulf Coast Kid’s House was nominated for, and WON, both the 
Best Charity Event (Chocolate Fest) and Best Non-Profit.  GCKH is proud to be known for its fantastic signature event and 
for being a highly-respected agency.  Thank you to InWeekly for allowing citizens to voice their opinions and for including 
non-profit organizations in Best Of The Coast voting.

If you have called the main phone number or stopped by GCKH lately, you have probably spoken with Laura Butler.  Laura 
joined the staff in 2015 as a full-time receptionist.  She has taken on the challenges of being a positive ambassador and 
role model while also providing fast and efficient assistance to everyone who calls or visits. While we miss our front desk 
reception volunteers, Laura has brought much needed continuity and reliability for our clients and partner agencies. Sadly, 
this year we also said good-bye to one of our advocates, Caitlin Bulla. Happily though, we have brought on Ronita Hardy, a 
talented and experienced Department of Children and Families investigator, in her place. 
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It has been another amazing year at Gulf Coast Kid’s House (GCKH)!  While we stay very busy with expansions, fundraising, 
and outreach, we always remember what C.S. Lewis said, “Children are NOT a distraction from more important work.  They 
are THE MOST important work.”  The 54 professionals in our building continue to be passionately dedicated to serving the 
children of Escambia County. This is clear not only when you look at the number served, but more importantly when you 
see the progress of therapy clients week after week.  Attendees at the Breaking the Silence Luncheon were able to hear the 
story of one such child who went from tinkering on the piano and barely speaking in therapy, to taking piano lessons and 
calling therapy his “safety zone.”  The parents of this child, through group therapy at GCKH, were able to share their tragic 
story at this event with 250 strangers and later asked how they could do more. 

GCKH helped spearhead a hugely successful From Blue to Better awareness campaign in April.  Pensacola turned blue for 
Child Abuse Prevention month!  In addition to bows strung up and down Palafox, there were more blue bows on area 
businesses than ever before. The graffiti bridge was painted blue again and the month wrapped up with a groundbreaking 
of the Allen R. Levin Family Advocacy and Education Wing and an in-depth 8-day series on child abuse in the Pensacola News 
Journal.  The front page pictures and stories were graphic and tragic.  There was no ignoring that severe child abuse happens 
in this community.
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GCKH Has a New Fiscal Calendar
GCKH has transitioned our fiscal year from the calendar year to July 1 – June 30. This was a deliberate and thoughtful 
decision so that we can become better aligned with the majority of our funding sources.  This abbreviated annual report 
is for 2015 YTD (January – June).  We look forward to providing you with a full, 18-month report in July 2016. As always, we 
welcome questions and comments and are happy to provide you with annual statistics and financial reports by request. 

Operating Revenues $485,824

Program Expenses $312,664

Fundraising Expenses $66,846

G&A Expenses $50,935

Change in Net Assets $57,489

Net Assets Beginning of Year $3,394,369

Net Assets End of Year $3,451,858

Gulf Coast Kid’s House Future Plans 
Gulf Coast Kid’s House has two big goals for the coming year.  The first goal focuses on child abuse prevention.  GCKH 
partnered with Monique Burr Foundation to offer Child Safety MattersTM to area elementary schools in 2014. Our goal is to 
bring this program to every elementary school in Escambia County by 2017. Obtaining this goal means that we will have 
empowered approximately 19,000 children in how to stay safe.

Lessons learned from our pilot have uncovered a need for technology to test and make sure that our teachings are understood 
and internalized by every child during the training while we still have an opportunity to recap and review if needed.  
Current plans are to incorporate real-time tools to our curriculum. Funding sources are an obstacle but we are researching 
several options that will minimize cost and maximize our efficiencies. 

The other main goal for this coming year is the addition of a facility dog program at GCKH.  Research shows that facility 
dogs reduce stress in parents and children, that children provide better and longer interviews when a dog is present, and 
that dogs offer children a sense of control in the aftermath of victimization.  Children victimized by physical or sexual 
abuse may not want anyone to touch them, even their non-offending caregivers.  However, often they will pet, hold, or 
hug a dog or cat.  This safe and non-threatening touch makes a huge difference for children who have had little or no positive 
or appropriate contact.  Law prevents adults and parents from participating or being present in the forensic interview, but 
it doesn’t prevent dogs.  A dog can provide children with a sense of control, no judgement, no reaction, and a friend to 
help the child through an interview or exam.  

If you or your organization would like to help GCKH with meeting these goals, please consider making an end-of-year gift.  
We have the infrastructure in place for both of these programs, but are in need of funding to accomplish our goals. To hear 
how you can help, contact us at 595-5800.
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GCKH Board of Directors
GCKH welcomed Debbie Ritchie as Board Chair in 2015; Debbie and the Board 
had a very active year! In April, the Capital Campaign and Building Committee 
service came to close as we opened the brand new Allen R. Levin Family 
Advocacy and Education Wing. The Board didn’t get to slow down for long 
though – hosting our signature fundraisers – Chocolate Fest in April and Breaking 
the Silence Luncheon in October. A heartfelt thanks goes to LuTimothy May 
and Gina Maddox, who rotated off our Board and a big, friendly welcome to our 
newest members: Lori Storey and Todd Thomson.

This year too, we welcomed long-time GCKH supporter and past-Chair, Pam 
Schwartz, to the Emeritus Board. Pam now serves with an elite group of past 
Board Members who have proven their support to GCKH and who were 
nominated to remain involved after their term has expired. Our other Emeritus 
Board Members are: Catherine Gallagher, Nancy Halford, Dean Hinton, Anne 
Patterson, and Sandy Sansing.

The GCKH Future Fund is our permanent endowment fund to support GCKH 
and its future operations. There are a number of ways you can help such as 
gifts of stock or cash, gifts of life insurance, bequests, charitable remainder 
trusts, and charitable lead trusts.  The members of the GCKH Future Fund 
Board are: Richard McAlpin (Chair), Roger Webb (Co-Chair), Sandy Sansing, 
Brian Dalton, Buzz Ritchie, Marvin Beasley, Pam Schwartz, Rick Lambert, and 
Teri Levin.
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2015 Board of Directors
Executive Committee:

Debbie Ritchie, Chair 
Keith Weidner, Chair Elect
Sherri Swann, Secretary

Kathleen Baldwin, Treasurer
Stan Connally, Parliamentarian

Teri Levin, At Large
Tip McAlpin, At Large

Olevia Yates, Fundraising Chair 
Leslie Yandle, Past Chair

Bryan Ball
Malcolm Ballinger

Nikki Bell
Malcolm Davis

Ellen Kent
April Knowles 

Paul Lio
Gina Maddox

LuTimothy May
David Peaden II
Jeanne Prange

Lori Storey
Todd Thomson

Ben Townes
Joe Vinson

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN SEEN: 1396



To report any suspected abuse call  

1-800-96ABUSE

New underwear and socks for boys and girls
Long sleeved shirts for boys and girls, size 0 months – size 6

Gulf Coast Kid’s House Wish List:
3401 N. 12th Avenue  Pensacola, FL  32503


