
  

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

Gulf Coast Kid’s House is grateful to be able to provide Monique Burr Foundation’s Child Safety Matters at 

your school. This program is trusted by parents and educators across the state and follows proven best 

practices for keeping children safe.  

MBF Child Safety Matters offers an age appropriate and safe learning environment for children age K-6. This 

program provides students with the tools they need to prevent, recognize, and respond appropriately to 

bullying, cyberbullying, and child abuse. The program is interactive, using both a power point presentation 

and a specially trained facilitator.  

GCKH wants to partner with parents and educators to keep children safe. We are happy to host a parent 

night in which we will go over the key concepts of the program with any concerned parents.  

The MBF Child Safety Matters program addresses the critical safety issues faced by children today including 

bullying, cyberbullying, digital abuse, and all types of child abuse.  The program teaches these topics to 

children in easy to understand language, and engages children in a fun classroom program with activities, 

games and appealing take-home reinforcement items.   

 

Children learn that adults are responsible for their safety, the MBF Child Safety Matters Safety Rules, and 

other strategies to help adults keep them safe. Schools, communities and society benefit from safer, 

healthier children who perform better academically and enjoy healthier, happier, more productive lives.    
     

For more information about the program please visit www.mbfchildsafetymatters.org.  
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Here’s How to Use the Safety Rules to Better Protect Your Child  

1. Know What’s Up.  Talk to your child.  Listen to them.  Ask them questions about times when they are away from 
you.  Know whom they are with and what they are doing.  Learn about the technology and devices your child is 
using (or has access to). Learn how to talk with them and what to talk about by using tools and resources 
available on the program website, www.mbfchildsafetymatters.org.  

2. Spot Red Flags.  Teach your child about important safety concepts such as their body and boundaries, personal 
space, to respect themselves and others, safe vs. unsafe situations, secrets and tricks, and online safety 
practices.  If you are talking to your child and educating them about the dangers present in society, and how to 
spot the red flag behaviors that lead to those dangers, it minimizes their risk of being victimized.   

3. Make A Move.  When you suspect your child is being harmed, trust your instinct and make a move to keep them 
safe. If your child tells you about abuse or bullying that has happened to him or her or another child, praise them 
for telling you and take action right away.  Call a professional who can determine what happened and act in the 
best interests of the child.  Report any school related bullying immediately to the school.  Report any abuse 
immediately to the Florida abuse hotline at 1-800-96-ABUSE.   

4. Talk It Up.  Talk about child safety because Child Safety Matters.  Talk to other adults. Talk to your child using 
every day opportunities to discuss safety and safe vs. unsafe situations.  Ask your child to spot red flags and 
apply the Safety Rules to protect themselves using role-play. Let your child know they can come to you and talk 
to you about anything and chances are when the need arises, they will.  Tell people about the MBF Child Safety 
Matters program, what you’ve learned, and what your child has learned so they too become better educated and 
empowered.  

5. No Blame | No Shame.  Let your child know that no matter what happens to them, they are never to blame 
because adults are responsible for keeping kids safe ALWAYS.  Let them know that no matter what they are 
told, they should never be ashamed to tell you or another Safe Adult about red flags or abuse or anything they 
need to tell you to help keep them safe.  If your child is a victim, remember you are not to blame and should not 
be ashamed to seek help either.  Support is available.    

  

 IF YOU DECIDE YOU “DO NOT” WANT YOUR CHILD TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM LESSONS, 

COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW, CUT & RETURN TO SCHOOL.  

*Because bullying, cyberbullying, and abuse are very real dangers to children, and because MBF Child Safety 
Matters™ is age appropriate, fun, and provides elementary students with critically important safety information, we 
ask if you decline your child’s participation that you please find an alternative program for them to attend so they will 
be educated and empowered against bullying, cyberbullying, child abuse, and digital abuse.   
  

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact your child’s classroom teacher or the school counselor prior 

to declining the program to discuss.  You can also learn more about the MBF Child Safety Matters program, child 

safety, bullying, cyberbullying, child abuse, and digital abuse, at www.mbfchildsafetymatters.org.  Being 

educated means being empowered.    

   -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

I understand returning this form means I DO  NOT WANT MY CHILD TO PARTICIPATE.  I UNDERSTAND THEY WILL NOT 

RECEIVE THE CRITICAL SAFETY INFORMATION contained in the MBF Child Safety Matters program.     

 
Student’s Name  _______________________________________ Teacher ____________________________ 

 

Grade ________ Reason for declining program___________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Printed Name________________________________________________________________    

 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Parent/Guardian Email  ________________________________ Parent/Guardian Phone ______________________     
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